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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 07628 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, BE, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET CONSULATE IN ANTWERP 

SUMMARY: THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED NOT TO 
ACT FOR THE MOMENT ON THE LONG PENDING SOVIET REQUEST FOR 
PERMISSION TO OPEN A CONSULATE IN ANTWERP. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE SOVIETS HAVE FOR MANY MONTHS ATTEMPTED TO 
OBTAIN BELGIAN PERMISSION TO OPEN A CONSULATE IN 
ANTWERP. THE REASONS GIVEN ARE THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT'S 
NEED TO PROVIDE CONSULAR SERVICES TO THEIR SEAMEN 
AND BECAUSE ANTWERP IS USED BY THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 
AS THEIR MAJOR COMMERCIAL CENTER IN WESTERN EUROPE. 

2. THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT HAS NOT REFUSED THE SOVIET 
REQUEST, BUT HAS COUNTERED WITH A SOMEWHAT VAGUE 
INTEREST IN OPENING A POST SOMEWHERE IN THE USSR. 

LENINGRAD AND ODESSA HAVE BOTH BEEN MENTIONED. 

WITHIN THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT THE ISSUE OF A 
SOVIET CONSULATE IN ANTWERP HAS BEEN A SUBJECT 

OF ACRIMONIOUS DISPUTE BETWEEN THE SURETE (WHICH 
OPPOSES THE IDEA UNLESS ITS BUDGET IS INCREASED 
TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE COVERAGE) AND THE FOREIGN 
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ARE SPIES AND THAT A FEW MORE UNDER CONSULAR 

COVER WOULD NOT MATTER). AFTER MONTHS OF DISAGREEMENT, 

THE ISSUE WAS RAISED WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER, 

WHO HAS DECIDED NOT TO ACT ON THE SOVIET REQUEST 
FOR THE MOMENT. FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS TOLD 
US ISSUE WAS "DEAD". RENNER 
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